MICHELE C. MELLGREN, AICP
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

EDUCATION


Master’s Degree: Urban and Regional Planning (1994)

The George Washington University, Washington, D.C.


Concentration: Urban Design


Bachelor of Arts Degree: Fine Arts (1977)

The George Washington University, Washington, D.C.


Concentration: Design

      Charrette Facilitation and Management: Full Certification (2009)
      National Charrette Institute, Portland, OR
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS OR DESIGNATIONS

American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP)

Membership Number 012361 – Effective 1996


American Planning Association (APA) – National Chapter


Membership Number 057672 - Effective 1986


Florida Chapter American Planning Association

Membership effective 1989 – 2021
Georgia Chapter American Planning Association 

Membership effective 2021
AFFILIATIONS

Broward County Section of American Planning Association Board Member (2000-2001)


Broward County Marine Advisory Committee County Commission Appointee (1995)


Northern Virginia Transportation Committee (1987-1989)
AWARDS OR RECOGNITIONS


Florida Department of Community Affairs (2004)

Invited member of the Department of Community Affairs’ Evaluation and Appraisal Report Technical Advisory Committee

City of Fort Lauderdale, FL (2001)



Requested to provide professional leadership to planning department on interim basis


Habitat for Humanity Harmony Village-Certificate of Appreciation (1996)



Community volunteer efforts


Broward County Board of County Commissioners-Certification of Appreciation (1996)



Community volunteer efforts


City of Fort Lauderdale-Certificate of Appreciation (1995)



Community volunteer efforts for participation in American Assembly for the New Century


South Florida Marine Industries Association Boatee Award (1994)



Excellence in supporting and promoting the industry in the City of Fort Lauderdale



International Federation of Housing and Redevelopment Officials, Budapest, Hungary (1985)

International award recipient representing United States in competition against 23 other nations for excellence in plan design for the redevelopment of post-World War II housing


International Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials, Washington, D.C. (1985)



National recipient for excellence overall plan and site design for redevelopment of post-World War II housing 

TEACHING OR LECTURING

Guest Panelist-Florida Chapter, American Planning Association, Palm Beach, FL



Parkland: Lessons Learned (2018)


Guest Panelist-Palm Beach County Planning Congress, Inc., Palm Beach, FL


Ethics and Planning (2011)
      Guest Panelist-Florida Planning & Zoning Association Annual Conference, Naples, FL


Utilizing and Managing Planning Consultants (2011)

      Guest Lecturer-Barry University Planning Class. Davie, FL

Introduction to Zoning Regulations and Site Plan Review (2009)


Guest Lecturer-Florida Atlantic University Urban Planning Department, Davie, FL



Overview of Urban Planning in Local Government (1996)


Guest Panelist -International Marina Institute International Conference, Atlanta, GA



Land Use and Environmental Compatibility of Marinas with Live Aboard Vessels (1993)


Guest Lecturer- International City Manager’s Assoc., South Padre Island, TX



Redevelopment Efforts and Controlling the Effects of Spring Break (1990)
GENERAL MUNICIPAL PLANNING SERVICES CONTRACTS
City of West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, FL (2017 - Present)
City of Boca Raton, Palm Beach County, FL (2016 – Present)

City of Miramar, Broward County, FL (2015 – Present)

Town of Orchid, Indian River County, FL (2015 – Present) 

City of Parkland, Broward County, FL (2013 – Present)

City of Lauderdale Lakes, Broward County, FL (2007 – Present)
Town of Southwest Ranches, Broward County, FL (2000 – Present)
City of Lighthouse Point, Broward County, FL (2017 – 2020)

City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, FL (2017 – 2020)

City of Delray Beach, Palm Beach County, FL (2016 - 2019)

City of Hallandale Beach, Broward County, FL (2013- 2018)

City of Wilton Manors, Broward County, FL (2012 – 2013)

Town of Davie, Broward County, FL (2012 – 2017)
Miami Shores Village, Miami Dade County, FL (2008 – 2009)

North Miami Beach, Miami Dade County, FL (2003-2006)

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW SERVICES 
City of Parkland, Broward County, FL (2012 - Present)
Town of Orchid, Indian River County, FL (2015 - Present)
City of Miramar, Broward County, FL (2015 - Present) 

City of Boca Raton, Palm Beach County, FL (2017 - Present)
Town of Southwest Ranches, Broward County, FL (2000 - 2015)

City of Delray Beach, Palm Beach County, FL (2016 - 2019)

City of Hallandale Beach, Broward County, FL (2013 - 2017)

Village of Estero, Lee County, FL (2016)

City of Wilton Manors, Broward County, FL (2012 - 2013)

City of Lauderdale Lakes, Broward County, FL (2007 - 2017)
AUTHORED ZONING CODES AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
       Town of Orchid, Indian River County, FL


Participated in preparing new sign code regulations (2020)

       City of Lighthouse Point, Broward County, FL


Prepared new mixed-use zoning district to facilitate 11-acre redevelopment (2020)


City of Parkland, Broward County, FL



Participated in preparing new land development regulations (2015 - Present)


City of Miami Gardens. Miami-Dade County, FL



Prepared urban design regulations (2010)

Town of Loxahatchee Groves. Palm Beach County, FL



Prepared entire unified zoning and land development regulations (2010)


Miami Shores Village. Miami-Dade County, FL



Prepared entire unified zoning and land development regulations (2008)


City of Tamarac. Broward County, FL


Prepared regulations to address possible golf course conversion (2006)


City of Oakland Park. Broward County, FL



Prepared regulations to address land use compatibility and community appearance (2007)

Town of Southwest Ranches. Broward County, FL



Participated in preparing Unified Land Development Code (2004)

Town of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea. Broward County, FL



Participated in preparing entire unified land development regulations (2003)

City of Wilton Manors. Broward County, FL


Participated in preparing entire unified zoning and land development regulations (2003)


City of Boynton Beach. Palm Beach County, FL



Prepared new zoning districts to implement redevelopment plan (2001)

City of Dania Beach. Broward County, FL

Created new Industrial-Research-Office Commercial District and related land development regulations for adoption by the City of Dania Beach (2001)


Town of Davie. Broward County, FL



Created new zoning districts, standards and land development regulations (1994-1998)
EXPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY 
Ms. Mellgren has qualified as an expert witness in Circuit Court in the 17th and 8th Judicial Districts. She has also qualified in Federal Court. She has served as an expert witness in or for the following municipalities, with the nature of matter shown: 
      City of Costa Mesa, CA (present) (reasonable accommodation) (representing City)
City of Pembroke Park, FL (2021) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
      Village of Palmetto Bay, FL (2021) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
City of Parkland, FL (present) (zoning and land use) (representing City)
City of Dania Beach, FL (2021) (zoning and land use)(representing City)
City of Weston, FL (2018) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
City of Hollywood, FL (2018) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
Village of Wellington, FL (2017) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
St. Lucie County, FL (2015) (reasonable accommodation) (representing County)
City of Pompano Beach, FL (2018, present) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
City of Tamarac, FL (2017) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
Town of Orchid, FL (2016) (zoning and land use) (representing Town)
Village of Estero, FL (2016) (zoning and land use) (representing Village)
City of Fort Lauderdale, FL (2016 and numerous) (zoning and land use) (representing private clients)
Martin County, FL (2015) (reasonable accommodation) (representing County)
Port St. Lucie, FL (2014) (reasonable accommodation) ( representing City)
City of Deerfield Beach, FL (2008) (reasonable accommodation) (representing City)
City of Alachua, FL (2012) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
DeSoto County, FL (2012) (zoning and land use) (representing private client)
CO-AUTHORED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND COMPREHENSIVE PLANS
      “Comprehensive Plan: Future Land Use Element”, City of Margate, FL (2021)

“Regional Activity Center”, City of Hallandale Beach, FL (2016) 

“Regional Activity Center”, Town of Davie, FL (2016) 

“Comprehensive Plan”, City of Parkland, FL (2015)

“Comprehensive Plan”, City of North Miami, FL (2015)

“Westside Master Plan”, City of Dania Beach, FL (2009)

      “Community Redevelopment Plan”, City of Dania Beach, FL (2008)


“Comprehensive Plan”, City of North Miami, FL (2008)


“Comprehensive Plan” City of Tamarac, FL (2008)


“Comprehensive Plan”, City of North Miami Beach, FL (2007)


“Comprehensive Plan”, Miami Shores Village, FL (2007)

“Federal Highway Corridor Plan”, Pompano Beach, FL (2006)

“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Sunrise, FL (2006)


“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Parkland, FL (2006)


“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Tamarac, FL (2006)


“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Wilton Manors, FL (2006)


“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Miami Shores Village, FL (2005)


“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. North Miami Beach, FL (2005)

“Southwest Ranches Comprehensive Plan. Review/edit. Southwest Ranches, FL (2002)


“Federal Highway Corridor Community Redevelopment Plan,” Boynton Beach, FL (2001) 
“Evaluation and Appraisal Report” of the Comprehensive Plan. Davie, FL (1994)

HOUSING-RELATED STUDIES

Dania Beach Housing Authority HUD Grant, City of Dania Beach, FL (2015-2016)
Housing Study, City of Sugar Hill, Georgia (2015)
Comprehensive Plan inc. Housing Element, City of Wilton Manors, FL (2013)

Community Visioning and Comprehensive Housing Study, City of North Miami, FL (2006)
Community Redevelopment Plan, City of Dania Beach, FL (2008)
Development Plan within the Regional Activity Center, Town of Davie, FL (2007-2008)
Housing Study within the Regional Activity Center, Town of Davie, FL (2007-2008)
Analysis of Affordable Housing, Town of Southwest Ranches, FL (2003)
Community Redevelopment Plan, City of Boynton Beach, FL (2001-2002)

CONSENSUS BUILDING 
City of Hallandale Beach, FL (2016)

City of Wilton Manors, FL (2003)

City of Oakland Park (2008)

City of Dania Beach, FL (2009)

City of Deerfield Beach, FL (2015)

City of Sugar Hill, GA (2015)

City of North Miami, FL (2015)

OTHER AUTHORED DOCUMENTS AND MONOGRAPHS
“Economic Impact of Runway Expansion on Residential Values and Ad Valorem Revenues,” 
  (2009).

“Lauderdale Lakes Affordable Housing Analysis,” (2008).


“Analysis of the M-1 Zoning District for the City of Boynton Beach,” (2006).
      “An Analysis of the Affordable Housing Issue in Southwest Ranches, Florida,” (2005).

“Analysis of Affordable Housing in Three Broward County, Florida Communities,” (2005).

“Analysis of the Impact of General Commercial Uses and of Fuel Sales Facility Uses on the 
  Assessed Value of Single-Family Residential Uses,” (2003).


   “Analysis of the Economic Impact of Exempting Regional Activity Centers from Traffic 
     Concurrency,” (2001).

  

“Analysis of the Economic Impact on Fort Lauderdale of Vessels in Excess of Eighty Feet in   

      Height,” (1994).

      “The Economic Impact of Environmental Protection Regulations on the Budget of Municipal 
        Government,” (1993).

       “Branch Office Expansion Plan,” (1987). Short and long-range development plan utilized 
   multiple regression analysis with place of employment and place of residence as variables to 
   determine future office locations.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Michele Mellgren, AICP, has more than 35 years of public and private sector experience in urban planning, zoning and land use, including providing expert witness testimony, where she has qualified in circuit court as a planning expert. She was the president and principal-in-charge of The Mellgren Planning Group, Inc., which was established in 1998 to provide professional planning, zoning, land use and expert witness consulting services to the public and private sectors. That company was acquired in 2020, and she now serves as Vice President of Planning for Florida.
Ms. Mellgren has current extensive experience in all phases of planning, zoning and land use matters, providing services to numerous local governments and private clients. Her current experience routinely includes undertaking land use plan amendments; rezonings; variances; redevelopment plan preparation; development research; economic impact analyses; zoning code and land development code preparation, interpretation and application; and, providing expert witness testimony. She has provided expert witness testimony in more than 500 public hearings and has also qualified as an expert witness in Circuit Court in the 17th and 8th Judicial Districts. She also serves as the planning and zoning official for the City of Parkland, Florida, and has served as the planning official for the Town of Southwest Ranches and the City of Lighthouse Point. 

Until she established her firm, Ms. Mellgren worked from 1994 to 1998 for the Town of Davie, where she was the Director of Development Services. In that capacity, she was responsible for preparing and administering the comprehensive plan, the zoning code and land development regulations. She also reviewed and made recommendations for all related applications, many of them in a quasi-judicial setting as an expert witness for the Town. These applications included site development plans, land use plan amendments, rezonings, variances, special permits, plats and delegation requests. Ms. Mellgren also directed the operations of code compliance, building permits, occupational licensing and community redevelopment, overseeing an annual budget of approximately $3.5 million.

Prior to joining the Town of Davie, Ms. Mellgren worked from 1989 to 1994 for the City of Fort Lauderdale as Development Programs Manager.  In this capacity, she undertook a variety of unique and complex planning projects and programs. Ms. Mellgren was responsible for implementing segments of the beach redevelopment plan; advocating for the marine industry and marine development community; streamlining the housing redevelopment program; and, preparing economic analyses.

Before she joined the public sector in Florida, Ms. Mellgren served in the private sector in the Washington, D.C. area from 1985 until 1989.  During this time, she worked for Dewberry & Davis, a large planning and engineering consulting firm, to provide comprehensive consulting services to the development community.  Subsequently, she worked for Winchester Land, a land development and home building subsidiary of the Weyerhaeuser Company.  While working for Dewberry & Davis, she assisted in processing numerous rezonings and land use application projects.  She also prepared a comprehensive short and long-range expansion plan for the area’s leading financial institution.  As Development Manager for Winchester Land, Ms. Mellgren was responsible for identifying and resolving issues to allow for land development projects.
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